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CITY OF DANA POINT 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

 
DATE: OCTOBER 7, 2025 
 
TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JEFF ROSALER, INTERIM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 CHRIS JOHNSON, PRINCIPAL PLANNER 
 
SUBJECT: GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (GPA22-0001) UPDATING 

CIRCULATION AND MOBILITY, AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ELEMENTS, GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (GPA22-0002) UPDATING 
THE PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT, GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (GPA 
22-0003) INTRODUCTION CHAPTER UPDATE, ADOPTION OF A CEQA 
ADDENDUM TO THE GENERAL PLAN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
REPORT (EIR), ADOPTION OF TRANSPORTATION IMPACT ANALYSIS 
GUIDELINES, AND MASTER PLAN OF ARTERIAL HIGHWAY (MPAH) 
DESIGNATIONS 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
That the City Council: 
 

1) Open the Public Hearing; and 
 

2) Adopt a Resolution entitled: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (GPA) 22-
0001 UPDATING THE CITY’S CIRCULATION AND MOBILITY, AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ELEMENTS,” IN THEIR ENTIRETY 
(ACTION DOCUMENT A); and 

 
3) Adopt a Resolution entitled: 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (GPA) 22-
0002 UPDATING THE CITY’S PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT,” IN ITS 
ENTIRETY (ACTION DOCUMENT B); and  

Reviewed By: 
DH  X 
CM  X 
CA ___ 
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4) Adopt a Resolution entitled: 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (GPA) 22-
0003 UPDATING THE INTRODUCTION CHAPTER OF THE GENERAL 
PLAN,” IN ITS ENTIRETY (ACTION DOCUMENT C); and 

 
5) Adopt a Resolution entitled: 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA ADOPTING TRANSPORTATION IMPACT ANALYSIS 
GUIDELINES FOR BOTH CEQA AND NON-CEQA ASSESSMENT 
WITHIN THE CITY OF DANA POINT” (ACTION DOCUMENT D); and 

 
6) Adopt a Resolution entitled: 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO MASTER PLAN OF 
ARTERIAL HIGHWAYS (MPAH) DESIGNATIONS” (ACTION DOCUMENT 
E); and 

 
7) Adopt a Resolution entitled: 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A CEQA ADDENDUM TO THE CITY’S 
CERTIFIED GENERAL PLAN EIR FOR AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CIRCULATION AND MOBILITY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, PUBLIC 
SAFETY ELEMENTS, AND INTRODUCTION CHAPTER OF THE CITY’S 
GENERAL PLAN (ACTION DOCUMENT F). 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On May 3, 2022, the City Council began updating the Dana Point General Plan. This plan 
serves as a blueprint for the City’s future growth and includes ten Elements: Land Use, 
Circulation, Housing, Conservation, Open Space, Noise, Safety, Urban Design, Public 
Facilities/Growth Management, and Economic Development. The certified Land Use Plan 
of the City’s Local Coastal Program (LCP) includes the Land Use, Conservation/Open 
Space, and Urban Design Elements. 
 
The General Plan Update (GPU) had been designed in a two-phased planning process 
and is tracked on a dedicated webpage www.plandanapoint.com. The  phases are as 

follows: 
  

http://www.plandanapoint.com./
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Phase 1: Visioning (Completed July 2023) 
 
This phase aimed to raise awareness of the General Plan Update (GPU) through a 
focused communications and public relations plan. It involved educating the community 
about City planning, conducting listening sessions, and analyzing data to identify key 
community concerns. This effort resulted in a clear vision statement and guiding principles 
to inform policy development. Community input helped shape policy priorities and goals 
related to land use, circulation, economic development, and other elements of the 
General Plan. 
 
Phase 2: Plan Development (In Progress) 
 
This phase focuses on updating the City’s General Plan, including policies and actions to 
implement the established vision and framework. It also involves conducting 
environmental reviews of proposed amendments. Additionally, this phase emphasizes 
public engagement, education, and review of draft documents. Public comments, edits, 
and feedback are incorporated before the drafts are recommended by the Planning 
Commission and finalized by the City Council. 
 
Building on the results of the 2023 Visioning effort, the City focused Phase 2 on the Land 
Use, Economic Development, and Circulation Elements. To support this work, a General 
Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) was formed. The GPAC's role was to identify key 
issues, consider ideas, review materials, make recommendations to decision-makers, 
and serve as a public forum for community input. 
 
Between January 2024 and April 2025, the GPAC held seven meetings to discuss 
potential land use changes. They also reviewed parts of the Circulation and Mobility 
Element, including roadway, bikeway, transit networks, and pedestrian movement. Other 
public engagement activities included: 
 

• June 5, 2024 – Open House at Community Center 

• June 13 through August 21, 2024 – Virtual Open House & Questionnaire 

• July 14, 2024 – Pop-Up Events - Concert at the Park 

• City Social Media Platforms – Content related to the GPU update, scheduled 
GPAC meetings, city events, community open house, and other activities. 

• Interested Parties Notification for community and virtual open house participation, 
General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) meetings, as well as Planning 
Commission and City Council status update hearings. 

• Planning Commission – updates provided at regular meetings and detailed briefing 
provided at December 9, 2024 Study Session. 

• City Council – updates provided at regular meetings and detailed briefing provided 
at February 4, 2025 Study Session. 

 
The GPAC focused on specific opportunity areas in the city when discussing potential 
land use changes. After reviewing these areas and considering input from the planning 
consultant and city staff, the GPAC recommended that the GPU not include land use  
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changes to those properties. Instead, they suggested updating the goals and policies in 
the Economic Development Element to better guide future development in these areas. 
 
On June 9, 2025, the Planning Commission received a detailed presentation and staff 
report on the General Plan Amendment for the Circulation and Mobility, and Economic 
Development Elements. No formal decisions were made; the meeting served as an 
opportunity for the Commission to discuss and provide recommendations. 
 
Following this, a second hearing was held on June 23, 2025. During this session, the 
Planning Commission recommended approval of the General Plan Amendments for the 
Circulation and Mobility, and Economic Development Elements, along with a CEQA 
Addendum to address updates to the City’s certified 1991 General Plan EIR. 
 
On September 8, 2025, the Planning Commission approved recommendations for 
additional updates, including the Public Safety Element. They also endorsed an updated 
CEQA Addendum, Guidelines for Transportation Impact Analyses for CEQA and Non-
CEQA Assessments, and amendments to the Master Plan of Arterial Highway (MPAH) 
Designations. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The City is updating the Circulation and Mobility, Economic Development, and Public 
Safety Elements of the General Plan to incorporate changes in state law and updates in 
local strategies. As part of the Phase 1 and 2 efforts, the City is also modernizing the 
Introduction chapter to reflect these updates. 
 
To help decision-makers and the community better understand the proposed changes, a 
comparison matrix titled “General Plan Crosswalk Between Current and Proposed 
Policies” (Supporting Document 1) has been prepared. This document provides an 
overview of the new goals and policies alongside those in the currently adopted elements. 
It also includes a brief explanation of the proposed updates to demonstrate how they are 
consistent with the existing General Plan. 
 
Circulation Element 
 
The City’s Circulation Element outlines the improvements needed to reduce traffic 
congestion caused by future land uses. It was adopted in 1991 as part of the General 
Plan and was amended in 1995 to align with the County’s Orange County Master Plan of 
Arterial Highways (MPAH). 
 
This element addresses demand management strategies and mass transit services. 
Goals and policies have been established to ensure the circulation system meets the 
needs of Dana Point. It includes a hierarchy of transportation routes with specific 
development standards for each roadway category. 
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The Circulation Element is based on goals that support the overall objectives of the 
General Plan. These circulation goals and policies are organized into the following 
categories: 
 

1) Local Thoroughfares and Transportation Routes 
 

2) Intercity and Regional Transportation 
 

3) Transportation System/Demand Management 
 
Proposed updates to the Circulation Element will not directly lead to new physical 
development. Instead, the updates focus on refining the goals and policies of the 
Circulation Element. These revised goals and policies aim to support complete street 
practices for multimodal transportation and strategic measures to reduce vehicle 
congestion, encouraging fewer vehicle trips.   
 
Key updated goals and policies designed to decrease congestion include: 
 

▪ Policy 1.6  Utilize intelligent transportation systems and research changing 
trends in mobility to more efficiently and safely move people and 
vehicles. 

 
▪ Policy 1.13  Establish and enforce standards to ensure that new development 

designs, constructs, and maintains curb-side and/or off-street 
spaces, as applicable, for ride-share options and the temporary 
loading of goods and materials. 

 
▪ Policy 3.3  Coordinate with OCTA and pursue options to fund expansions in the 

frequency and duration of trolley service to decrease vehicle miles 
traveled, reduce congestion along roadways and in parking areas, 
and spur additional economic development activity. 

 
▪ Policy 3.4  Encourage new development and apply development standards that 

promote the usage of public transit services and minimize vehicle 
miles traveled for all users, especially those that are elderly or 
disabled.  

 
Economic Development Element 
 
The City’s 1991 Economic Development Element outlines the key economic factors 
affecting Dana Point, along with the goals and policies designed to promote economic 
growth. It also establishes the Economic Development Plan.   
 
The Element states that the City aims to achieve three core objectives through the 
implementation of these goals, policies, and programs: 
 

1) Promote balanced development of resident serving and visitor serving 
commercial uses to ensure sound fiscal health, diverse employment 
opportunities and a vital local economy; 
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2) Actively involve the business community to assist in shaping; and implementing 
economic development initiatives; and 
 

3) Capitalize on market opportunities with significant economic, cultural, and 
social benefits for the City, its residents, and guests. The economic goals and 
policies are grouped into the following categories:  

 

• Balanced Employment and Housing 

• Business Promotion 

• Fiscal Strength and Stability 

• Meet Local Retail Needs 

• Meet Visitor Needs 

• Promote Development of Doheny Village 

 
The Economic Development Element update focused on developing policies for the 
following three (3) stated Goals: 
 

1) Coordinated and purposeful investments in economic development projects 
and programs that contribute to the community’s quality of life and that 
capitalize and build on Dana Point’s strengths as an overnight destination. 

 
2) Continued leadership as a world-class destination that provides an authentic 

coastal experience rooted in the City’s surf culture and heritage. 
 

3) Mixed-use development that expands the quantity and type of housing so long 
as it is integrated with commercial uses and provides exceptional physical 
design, high quality public amenities, and multimodal mobility systems. 

 
Public Safety Element 
 
The Public Safety Element identifies possible threats near Dana Point that could put 
people, buildings, and infrastructure at risk. It sets goals and policies to reduce these 
dangers and plans for emergencies like earthquakes, wildfires, and floods. The plan 
emphasizes working together with emergency agencies and other nearby jurisdictions. 
 
A major focus is evacuation, which means planning safe routes and making sure they can 
handle everyone during different emergencies. It also considers the needs of vulnerable 
groups and how climate change might affect evacuation plans. 
 
In 2023, a new law called SB 747 requires cities to include an evacuation assessment in 
their Safety plans. This helps communities prepare better for natural disasters, especially 
wildfires. The assessment must work with other plans like hazard mitigation, emergency 
operations, and housing, to ensure the public is protected. 
 
In 2025, the City completed an evacuation study to check if routes are safe and effective 
during emergencies, including how long it takes to evacuate. The assessment modeled 
three scenarios: 
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1) Localized evacuation due to a flooding incident in the southeast quadrant of the 
city without road closures. 

 
2) Localized evacuation due to an earthquake, flooding, liquefaction incident in the 
southeast quadrant of the city with road closures. 

 
3) Localized evacuation due to a wildfire incident in the northwest quadrant of the 
city with road closures. 

 
Based on the analysis, the assessment suggests ways to improve preparedness, traffic 
management during evacuations, procedures, education, and training. Many of these 
suggestions have been included in the goals and policies of the Public Safety Element, 
while others will be incorporated into related plans for emergency response. 
 
The Public Safety Element, including the evacuation assessment, must be reviewed by 
the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). City staff received 
minor comments and oral approval from the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(BOFFP) on August 19, 2025. The Board praised the City’s Public Safety Element. 
 
Master Plan of Arterial Highways (MPAH) 
 
The City’s Circulation Element, adopted in 1991 and amended in 1995 to align with the 
Orange County Master Plan of Arterial Highways (OCMPAH), outlines needed 
improvements to reduce future traffic congestion. It includes goals and policies to ensure 
the transportation system meets Dana Point’s needs and establishes a hierarchy of roads 
with specific development standards for each type. 
 
The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) manages the Master Plan of Arterial 
Highways (MPAH), but cities can propose changes based on development reports, traffic, 
or safety needs. Dana Point worked with OCTA to update the MPAH and expects final 
approval on October 10, 2025. 
 
In June 2025, the Planning Commission approved an update to the Circulation and 
Mobility Element. Proposed Policy 1.3 expands on the earlier focus on completing the 
MPAH, emphasizing coordination with other transportation plans at all levels. This aligns 
with modern regional and multimodal planning practices. 
 
Contextual versions of the policies are provided below. 
 
Current General Plan: Policy 2.1 
Support the completion of the Orange County Master Plan of Arterial Highways. 
 
Proposed General Plan Policy 1.3 
Coordinate with other local, regional, state, and federal transportation plans and 
proposals to ensure the safe and efficient movement of people and goods both within 
Dana Point and between the city and outside areas. 
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CEQA Transportation Impact Analysis – Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
 
Agencies are required to use Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) to evaluate transportation 
impacts under CEQA. The final guidance from the Office of Planning and Research (OPR) 
in 2018 recommends using VMT with specific thresholds, screening criteria, and 
mitigation strategies. 
 
Lead agencies can assume projects have minimal impact and skip detailed VMT analysis. 
Local agencies are encouraged to set their own significance thresholds. The City’s 
proposed thresholds follow state guidance to help improve transportation efficiency, 
including: 
 

Project Type  Metric  VMT Threshold 
Residential VMT per Service 

Population 

15% below existing city-average VMT per 
service population.1 

Office/Industrial VMT per Service 
Population 

15% below existing county-average VMT per 
service population. 

Retail/Hospitality/
Other 

VMT per Service 
Population 

Below existing city-average VMT per service 

population. 1 

Mixed Use 
Developments 

VMT per Service 
Population 

Between 0-15% below existing city-average 
VMT per service population. 

Transportation 
Project 

Total VMT No net change in city-wide VMT. 

 
Development projects that are not consistent with the City’s General Plan are typically 
required to complete a CEQA Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) Assessment and a non-
CEQA Level of Service (LOS) assessment. 
 
Non-CEQA Transportation Impact Analysis – Level of Service (LOS) 
 
Although, no longer considered a CEQA impact, the Dana Point General Plan contains a 
policy for land use and transportation projects to conduct a Level of Service (LOS) traffic 
assessment. This helps determine if a project will deteriorate operational performance or 
safety on the City’s roadways. 
 
A LOS report is required if: 
 

1. The project will add 50 or more trips during either the AM or PM peak hours to any 
Intersection 

 
2. The project proposes changes to the existing roadway system that reduce roadway 

capacity 
 

3. The City Traffic Engineer determines that the project needs to prepare an LOS 
report due to unique characteristics that warrant evaluation 

 
 

 
1 Service population = residents + employees 
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The project applicant must prepare an LOS report with a scoping memorandum for the 
City to review. The report should evaluate current and future conditions, and suggest 
remedies if problems are found. 
 
Guidelines for Transportation Impact Assessments (TIA), including VMT metrics, will 
provide a consistent framework for assessing project impacts and supporting the City’s 
goals for sustainable and efficient mobility. 
 
CEQA EIR Addendum 
 
The City, as the Lead Agency, prepared an Addendum to the 1991 certified 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to evaluate proposed updates to the Circulation and 
Mobility, Economic Development, and Public Safety Elements. The purpose was to 
determine if these updates would create new environmental impacts or require further 
review under CEQA. 
 
These updates are policy-level and do not involve physical changes or alter land use 
designs or future development assumptions in the certified EIR. They are unlikely to 
cause new impacts or worsen existing ones and do not require a subsequent or 
supplemental EIR under CEQA Guidelines sections 15162 and 15163. 
 
The updates are consistent with the original EIR's mitigation measures, and no new 
significant impacts are expected. The Addendum found that the proposed changes align 
with existing plans, programs, and policies and do not introduce new or more severe 
impacts, mitigation measures, or alternatives. The Planning Commission reviewed the 
CEQA Addendum at their September 8, 2025 meeting and recommended approval by 
the City Council. 
 
Tribal Consultation 
 
Senate Bill 18 (SB18) requires the City to notify California Native American Tribes before 
making certain plan amendments. Tribes then have 90 days to request a consultation. To 
comply, the City sent notification letters to tribal organizations on March 6, 2025. 
 
This process allows tribes to review and discuss potential impacts on Tribal Cultural 
Resources, as required by California law. Staff confirmed that the proposed updates do 
not include disruptive activities, and the consultation process has concluded. 
 
NOTIFICATION AND FOLLOW-UP: 
 
The proposed amendments were properly noticed according to the Dana Point Municipal 
Code. Notifications were published in the Dana Point Times on September 19, 2025, to 
inform the public about the City Council hearing. Additionally, email notifications were 
sent on October 2, 2025, to interested parties and individuals on the city’s interested 
parties list. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLEMENTATION: 
 
General Plan amendments to the Circulation and Mobility, Economic Development, and 
Public Safety Elements, adoption of Transportation Impact Analysis Guidelines, and 
updates to Master Plan of Arterial Highways designations, are aligned with the Strategic 
Plan Goals 1,2 and 3 respectively.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no fiscal impact associated with the proposed General Plan updates. 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS: 
 
Other City Council action, as directed. 
 
ACTION DOCUMENTS: PAGE # 
 

A. Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (GPA22-0001) ........................... 11 
a. Exhibit A - Circulation and Mobility Element 
b. Exhibit B - Economic Development Element 

 
B. Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (GPA22-0002) ........................... 48 

a. Exhibit A – Public Safety Element 
 

C. Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (GPA22-0003) ......................... 137 
a. Exhibit A – General Plan Introduction Update 

 
D. Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX(TIA) ......................................... 149 

a. Exhibit A – Transportation Impact Analysis Guidelines 
 

E. Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (MPAH) ................................... 176 
a. Exhibit A - City Request to Amend the Master Plan of Arterial Highways 

 
F. Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (CEQA) ................................... 183 

a. Exhibit A - CEQA Addendum to the General Plan EIR 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
 

G. General Plan “Crosswalk” Current and Proposed Policies ................................. 270 
(Circulation and Mobility, Economic Development, and Public Safety Elements) 

 
H. General Plan Goal and Policy Implementation Matrix ........................................ 289 

(Circulation and Mobility, Economic Development, and Public Safety Elements) 
 

I. Master Plan of Arterial Highways (MPAH) Technical Report .............................. 296 
 

J. Planning Commission Agenda Report, June 23, 2025 (LINK)............................ 720 
 

K. Planning Commission Agenda Report, September 8, 2025 (LINK) .................... 721  
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ACTION DOCUMENT A: Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (GPA22-0001) 
 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-10-07-XX 

 
 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 

CALIFORNIA, APPROVING GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT GPA22-0001 
UPDATING THE CITY’S CIRCULATION AND MOBILITY, AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ELEMENTS IN THEIR ENTIRETY 

 
The City Council for the City of Dana Point does hereby resolve as follows: 
 

WHEREAS, on July 9, 1991, the City of Dana Point adopted its General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, on May 3, 2022, the City Council initiated a General Plan update and 
directed City Staff to begin a phased approach to updating components of the Dana Point 
General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, on July 10, 2023, the Planning Commission was presented with a 
summary of draft engagement efforts and visioning framework documents and provided 
recommendations; and 
 

WHEREAS, on July 18, 2023, a summary of engagement efforts and visioning 
framework documents were presented to City Council, that were received and filed; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed Amendment would make changes to the Circulation and 
Mobility, and Economic Development Elements of the General Plan by amending and 
creating new goals and polices; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed Amendment would replace in their entirety the 
Circulation and Mobility, and Economic Development Elements of the General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Amendment is internally consistent with the other elements of the 
General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, a CEQA Addendum was prepared to the City’s 1991 certified 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (SCH No. 1991021054) for the General Plan 
Amendment that determined there is no substantial evidence that the Amendment would 
result in significant environmental impacts not previously studied in the EIR, and 
accordingly, the Amendment would not result in any conditions identified in CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15162. 
 

WHEREAS, the preparation and adoption of the Amendment has been evaluated 
and found to be in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to 
Section 21080.9 of the Public Resources Code; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission on December 9, 2024, was provided with 
an update regarding the status of the General Plan Amendment and heard 
recommendations of the General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC); and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council on February 4, 2025, was provided with an update 
regarding the status of the General Plan Amendment and heard recommendations of the 
General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) and the Planning Commission; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did on June 9, 2025, held a meeting where 
it received a detailed staff report and presentation in order to hear, discuss and provide 
recommendations on the General Plan Amendment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did on June 23, 2025, held a duly noticed 
public hearing as prescribed by law to consider said General Plan Amendment; and 
 

WHEREAS, at said public hearing, upon hearing and considering all testimony and 
arguments, if any, of all persons desiring to be heard, the Planning Commission 
considered all factors relating to GPA22-0001 and recommended the Circulation and 
mobility, and Economic Development updates for approval to the City Council; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Dana 
Point as follows: 
 

A. That the above recitations are true and correct; 
 

B. That the proposed action complies with all other applicable requirements of 
State law and local Ordinances; 

 
C. That the General Plan Amendment under GPA22-0001 is in the public 

interest; 
 

D. That the City Council has reviewed and considered the CEQA Addendum 
to the City’s certified General Plan Environmental Impact Report; 

 
E. That the Addendum to the Environmental Impact Report (SCH 

No.1991021054) is complete and adequate for the consideration of the 
General Plan Amendment; 

 
F. That the City Council approves the adoption of the Circulation and Mobility, 

and Economic Development Elements, and corresponding General Plan 
Amendment (GPA22-0001). 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 7th day of October, 2025. 
 
 

_________________________ 

MATTHEW PAGANO, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

SHAYNA SHARKE 

City Clerk  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss 

CITY OF DANA POINT ) 

  I, SHAYNA SHARKE, City Clerk of the City of Dana Point, California, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX was duly introduced at a 
regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, and was duly adopted 
and passed at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, by 
the following vote, to wit: 

  AYES:  

  NOES:  

  ABSTAIN:  

  ABSENT:  

 

 

     ____________________________________ 

     SHAYNA SHARKE, CITY CLERK 
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EXHIBIT A: Circulation Element Goals and Policies 
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EXHIBIT B: Economic Development Element Goals and Policies 
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ACTION DOCUMENT B: Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (GPA22-0002) 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-10-07-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (GPA) 22-0002 
UPDATING THE CITYS PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT, IN ITS ENTIRETY 

 
The City Council for the City of Dana Point does hereby resolve as follows: 
 

WHEREAS, on July 9, 1991, the City of Dana Point adopted its General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City may amend all or part of an adopted General Plan to promote 
the public interest consistent with the provisions of Government Code Section 
Government Code § 65358(a); and 
 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 747 (Caballero, 2023) amended Government Code 
Section 65302(g) to require cities and counties to evaluate and address the capacity of 
evacuation routes under a range of emergency scenarios, including wildfires, floods, and 
other hazards; and 
 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 1425 (Stern, 2022) amended Government Code Section 
65565.5(a) to require cities and counties to correlate the co-benefits of open space with 
climate resilience in the Public Safety Element; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Dana Point is required by California Government Code 
Section 65302(g) to maintain a Public Safety Element within its General Plan to protect 
the community from risks associated with natural and human-made hazards; and 
 

WHEREAS, on February 4, 2025, the City Council adopted a Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan (LHMP), which triggered the need to update the Public Safety Element of 
the General Plan to identify evacuation routes and their viability under a range of 
emergency scenarios; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City has prepared an update to the Public Safety Element of the 
General Plan, consistent with SB 747, incorporating evacuation route capacity analysis, 
adaptation strategies, and alignment with the City’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP); 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Public Safety Element update was reviewed by CALFIRE and the 
California Geological Survey; and developed in consultation with emergency service 
providers, transportation agencies, and the public, and reflects best practices outlined in 
the State’s General Plan Guidelines and Technical Advisories; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed Amendment would replace in its entirety the Public 
Safety Element of the General Plan previously adopted in September 2022 under GPA20-
0003; and 
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WHEREAS, the preparation and adoption of the Amendment has been evaluated 
and found to be in compliance with CEQA pursuant to Section 21080.9 of the Public 
Resources Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did on September 8, 2025, held a duly 
noticed public hearing as prescribed by law to consider General Plan Amendment (GPA) 
22-0002; and 
 

WHEREAS, at said public hearing, upon hearing and considering all testimony and 
arguments, if any, of all persons desiring to be heard, the Planning Commission 
considered all factors relating to GPA22-0002 and recommended the Public Safety 
Element update for approval to the City Council; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Dana 
Point as follows: 
 

A. That the above recitations are true and correct. 
 

B. That the proposed action complies with all applicable requirements of State 
law, including Government Code Section 65302(g) as amended by Senate 
Bill 747 (2023), and local ordinances. 

 
C. That the General Plan Amendment GPA22-0002 for the Public Safety 

Element is in the public interest and furthers the City’s commitment to public 
safety, resilience, and emergency preparedness. 

 
D. That the General Plan Amendment GPA22-0002 for the Public Safety 

Element is internally consistent with the other elements of the General Plan. 
 

E. That the City Council has reviewed the CEQA Addendum to the City’s 
certified General Plan Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 
1991021054) for the General Plan Amendment, which determined that 
proposed GPA22-0002 would not result in significant environmental 
impacts not previously studied in the EIR, and would not result in any 
conditions identified in CEQA Guidelines, Section 15162 that would require 
additional environmental review, and thus the City Council finds and 
determines that the Addendum to the Environmental Impact Report (SCH 
No. 1991021054) is complete and adequate for the consideration of the 
General Plan Amendment; 

 
F. Based on the foregoing, the City Council does hereby adopt the General 

Plan Amendment for the Public Safety Element (GPA22-0002), and revise 
the General Plan to reflect these changes as set forth in Exhibit “A” attached 
to this Resolution. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 7th day of October, 2025. 
 
 

_________________________ 

MATTHEW PAGANO, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

SHAYNA SHARKE 

City Clerk  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss 

CITY OF DANA POINT ) 

  I, SHAYNA SHARKE, City Clerk of the City of Dana Point, California, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX was duly introduced at a 
regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, and was duly adopted 
and passed at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, by 
the following vote, to wit: 

  AYES:  

  NOES:  

  ABSTAIN:  

  ABSENT:  

 

 

     ____________________________________ 

     SHAYNA SHARKE, CITY CLERK 
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EXHIBIT A: Public Safety Element 
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APPENDIX B: Evacuation Assessment 
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ACTION DOCUMENT C: Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (GPA22-0003) 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-10-07-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (GPA) 22-0003 
UPDATING THE CITYS INTRODUCTION CHAPTER OF THE GENERAL PLAN, 
IN ITS ENTIRETY 

 
The City Council for the City of Dana Point does hereby resolve as follows: 
 

WHEREAS, on July 9, 1991, the City of Dana Point adopted its General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, on May 3, 2022, the City Council initiated a General Plan update and 
directed City Staff to begin a two-phased approach to updating components of the Dana 
Point General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, on July 10, 2023, the Planning Commission was presented with a 
summary of draft engagement efforts and visioning framework documents and provided 
recommendations; and 
 

WHEREAS, on July 18, 2023, a summary of engagement efforts and visioning 
framework documents were presented to City Council, that were received and filed; and 
 

WHEREAS, proposed General Plan Amendment (GPA22-0001) would make 
changes to the Circulation and Mobility, and Economic Development Elements of the 
General Plan by amending and creating new goals and polices; and 
 

WHEREAS, proposed General Plan Amendment (GPA22-0002) would make 
changes to the Public Safety Element of the General Plan, consistent with SB 747, 
incorporating evacuation route capacity analysis, adaptation strategies, and alignment 
with the City’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP); and 
 

WHEREAS, proposed General Plan Amendment (GPA22-0003) would replace in 
its entirety the Introduction chapter of the General Plan to be consistent with Phase I 
Visioning, and Phase 2 Plan Development, efforts to modernize and reflect amendments 
instituted by GPA22-0001 and GPA22-0002; and 
 

WHEREAS, proposed General Plan Amendment (GPA22-0003) is internally 
consistent with the other elements of the General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the preparation and adoption of the Amendment has been evaluated 
and found to be in compliance with CEQA pursuant to Section 21080.9 of the Public 
Resources Code; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Dana 
Point as follows: 
 

A. That the above recitations are true and correct. 
 

B. That the proposed action complies with all other applicable requirements of 
State law and local Ordinances; 

 
C. That the General Plan Amendment GPA22-0003 is in the public interest; 

 
D. That the General Plan Amendment GPA22-0003, for the Introduction 

chapter update, is internally consistent with the other elements of the 
General Plan; 

 
E. That the City Council has reviewed the CEQA Addendum to the City’s 

certified General Plan Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 
1991021054) for the General Plan Amendment, which determined that 
proposed GPA22-0003 would not result in significant environmental 
impacts not previously studied in the EIR, and would not result in any 
conditions identified in CEQA Guidelines, Section 15162 that would require 
additional environmental review, and thus the City Council finds and 
determines that the Addendum to the Environmental Impact Report (SCH 
No. 1991021054) is complete and adequate for the consideration of the 
General Plan Amendment; 

 
F. Based on the foregoing, the City Council does hereby adopt the General 

Plan Amendment for the Introduction chapter update (GPA22-0003), and 
revise the General Plan to reflect these changes as set forth in Exhibit “A” 
attached to this Resolution. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 7th day of October, 2025. 
 

_________________________ 

MATTHEW PAGANO, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

SHAYNA SHARKE 

City Clerk  
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss 

CITY OF DANA POINT ) 

  I, SHAYNA SHARKE, City Clerk of the City of Dana Point, California, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX was duly introduced at a 
regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, and was duly adopted 
and passed at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, by 
the following vote, to wit: 

  AYES:  

  NOES:  

  ABSTAIN:  

  ABSENT:  

 

 

     ____________________________________ 

     SHAYNA SHARKE, CITY CLERK 
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EXHIBIT A: Introduction Chapter Update 
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ACTION DOCUMENT D: Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX(TIA) 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-10-07-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING TRANSPORTATION IMPACT ANALYSIS GUIDELINES 
FOR BOTH CEQA AND NON-CEQA ASSESSMENT WITHIN THE CITY OF DANA 
POINT 

 
The City Council for the City of Dana Point does hereby resolve as follows: 
 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 743 (Steinberg, 2013) revised the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines to require the use of Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT) as the primary metric for evaluating transportation impacts, replacing the traditional 
Level of Service (LOS) standard; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) issued 
Technical Advisory guidelines in 2018 recommending methodologies for assessing VMT 
and identifying thresholds of significance; and 
 

WHEREAS, CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, which became effective statewide 
on July 1, 2020, mandates the use of VMT as the primary metric for evaluating 
transportation impacts under CEQA; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order to comply with the foregoing, the City proposes adopting 
Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines to establish screening criteria, significance thresholds, 
mitigation strategies, and procedures for conducting transportation impact analyses 
consistent with SB 743 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3; and 
 

WHEREAS, the existing Circulation Element of the City’s General Plan contains 
policies (Policy 1.12) that encourage new development which facilitates transit services, 
provides for non-automobile circulation and minimizes vehicle miles traveled; and 
 

WHEREAS, the existing Circulation Element of the City’s General Plan also 
encourages the development of a transportation network that is capable of meeting the 
needs of projected increases in the population and in non-residential development (Policy 
1.6) and requires traffic impact analysis that identifies measures to mitigate any identified 
project impacts (Policy 1.11); and 
 

WHEREAS, the existing Land Use Element of the City’s General Plan contains 
goals and policies (Policy 3.6) that  encourages patterns of development necessary to 
minimize air pollution and vehicle miles traveled, and that also includes policies (Policy 
10.3) that encourage resident-serving uses within walking distance of areas for residential 
use, where possible, to minimize the encroachment of resident serving uses into visitor-
serving areas, to minimize the use of primary coastal access roads for non-recreational 
trips, and to minimize energy consumption and vehicle miles traveled by encouraging the 
use of public transportation; and 
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WHEREAS, the proposed update to the Circulation and Mobility Element of the 
City’s General Plan contains updated goals and policies (Policy 1.1) that maintain and 
periodically review roadway performance to ensure desired levels of safety and efficiency 
for vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed update to the Circulation and Mobility Element of the 
City’s General Plan also contains updated goals and policies (Policy 1.2) that minimize 
congestion at city-controlled signalized intersections, incorporate flexibility through the 
potential reduction in level of service (LOS) in order to enhance the safety and/or mobility 
options for pedestrians, bicyclists, and/or transit; but, that in no case allow LOS for city-
controlled signalized intersections to fall below LOS D during non-summer or summer 
conditions; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did on September 8, 2025, hold a duly 
noticed public hearing as prescribed by law to consider adoption of the Traffic Impact 
Analysis Guidelines; and 
 

WHEREAS, at said public hearing, upon hearing and considering all testimony and 
arguments, if any, of all persons desiring to be heard, the Planning Commission 
considered all factors relating to the Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines and recommended 
their adoption to the City Council; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Dana 
Point as follows: 
 

A. That the above recitations are true and correct; 
 

B. That the adoption of the Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines comply with all 
applicable requirements of State law, including Government Code § 65358, 
CEQA Guidelines § 15064.3, and Senate Bill 743; 

 
C. That the adoption of Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines establish criteria that 

promotes development patterns and land uses that reduce vehicle miles 
traveled (VMT), improve air quality, and support sustainable transportation 
alternatives by providing clear thresholds of significance, screening criteria, 
and analytical methodologies that align with the recommendations of the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research under CEQA Guidelines § 
15064.3; 

 
D. That the adoption of Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines maintain a Level of 

Service (LOS) policy for non-CEQA assessment, ensuring that traffic 
operations and intersection performance are evaluated to preserve 
roadway efficiency and safety, with LOS D as the minimum acceptable 
standard during both summer and non-summer peak periods and are 
consistent with the General Plan; 
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E. The City Council finds and determines the adoption of Transportation 
Impact Analysis Guidelines is not considered a “project” as that term is 
defined in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it will 
not cause a direct physical change in the environment, nor will it cause a 
reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment.  
Separately and additionally,  the adoption of Traffic Impact Analysis 
Guidelines is categorically exempt under CEQA pursuant to Title 14 
California Code of Regulations Sections 15061 (b)(3) and 15378, in that it 
can be seen with certainty that the action does not propose an activity that 
might have a significant effect on the environment, and further, it will not 
cause a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment; 

 
Further, adoption of qualifies for a Class 8 Categorical Exemption under 
CEQA Guidelines §15308, as it involves actions taken by a regulatory 
agency to protect the environment, including the promotion of sustainable 
transportation planning and greenhouse gas reduction.  Moreover, there are 
no unusual circumstances associated with either of these actions, and thus 
it is not subject to the unusual circumstances exception set forth in Title 14 
California Code of Regulations Section 15300.2; 

 
F. Based on the foregoing, the City Council does hereby adopt Traffic Impact 

Analysis Guidelines attached hereto as Exhibit “A”. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 7th day of October, 2025. 
 

_________________________ 

MATTHEW PAGANO, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

SHAYNA SHARKE 

City Clerk   
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss 

CITY OF DANA POINT ) 

  I, SHAYNA SHARKE, City Clerk of the City of Dana Point, California, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX was duly introduced at a 
regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, and was duly adopted 
and passed at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, by 
the following vote, to wit: 

  AYES:   

  NOES:  

  ABSTAIN:  

  ABSENT:  

     ____________________________________ 

     SHAYNA SHARKE, CITY CLERK 
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EXHIBIT A: Transportation Impact Analysis Guidelines 
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ACTION DOCUMENT E: Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (MPAH) 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-10-07-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE MASTER PLAN OF 
ARTERIAL HIGHWAYS (MPAH) DESIGNATIONS 
 

The City Council for the City of Dana Point does hereby resolve as follows: 
 

WHEREAS, the Orange County Transportation Authority’s Master Plan of Arterial 
Highways (MPAH) is a countywide planning document that identifies the arterial roadway 
network necessary to support long-term mobility and land use goals throughout Orange 
County, and serves as a collaborative framework among local jurisdictions to ensure 
regional consistency in roadway planning; and 
 

WHEREAS, the existing Intercity and Regional Transportation section of the 
Circulation Element of the City’s General Plan includes policies (Policy 2.1) that supports 
the completion of the Orange County Master Plan of Arterial Highways; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed update to the Circulation and Mobility Element of the 
City’s General Plan contains updated goals and policies (Policy 1.3) that proposes to 
complete and expand coordination with local, regional, state, and federal transportation 
plans to ensure the safe and efficient movement of people and goods both within Dana 
Point and between the City and outside areas; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City has prepared a proposed amendment, dated August 2025, to 
OCTA’s Master Plan of Arterial Highways (MPAH) that reflects the current and proposed 
roadway configurations within the City and ensures consistency with the updated 
Circulation and Mobility Element; and 
 

WHEREAS, the MPAH Amendment demonstrates that the proposed roadway 
reclassifications will continue to support acceptable levels of service (LOS C or better for 
roadway segments and LOS D or better for intersections) under both existing (2025) and 
future (2050) conditions; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed MPAH amendments do not result in significant lane 
reductions or adverse impacts to regional connectivity, and are designed to maintain or 
improve traffic operations, safety, and multimodal access; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed MPAH amendments have been reviewed and found to 
be consistent with OCTA’s MPAH Guidelines and the City’s Transportation Impact 
Analysis Guidelines; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did on September 8, 2025, hold a duly 
noticed public hearing as prescribed by law to consider amendments to MPAH 
designations; and 
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WHEREAS, at said public hearing, upon hearing and considering all testimony and 
arguments, if any, of all persons desiring to be heard, the Planning Commission 
considered all factors related to amending MPAH designations and recommended their 
adoption to City Council; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Dana 
Point as follows: 
 

A. That the above recitations are true and correct; 
 

B. That the proposed amendments to OCTA’s Master Plan of Arterial 
Highways (MPAH) are consistent with the roadway classifications and 
policies set forth in the updated Circulation and Mobility Element of the 
General Plan; 

 
C. The City Council finds and determines that the adoption of amendments to 

OCTA’s MPAH is not considered a “project” as that term is defined in the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it will not cause a 
direct physical change in the environment, nor will it cause a reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment.  Separately and 
additionally,  the adoption of MPAH designations is categorically exempt 
under CEQA pursuant to Title 14 California Code of Regulations Sections 
15061 (b)(3) and 15378, in that it can be seen with certainty that the action 
does not propose an activity that might have a significant effect on the 
environment, and further, it will not cause a direct physical change in the 
environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the 
environment. Further, adoption of MPAH designations qualifies for a Class 
8 Categorical Exemption under CEQA Guidelines §15308, as it involves 
actions taken by a regulatory agency to protect the environment, including 
the promotion of sustainable transportation planning and greenhouse gas 
reduction. Moreover, there are no unusual circumstances associated with 
either of these actions, and thus it is not subject to the unusual 
circumstances exception set forth in Title 14 California Code of Regulations 
Section 15300.2; 

 
D. That the proposed amendments to OCTA’s MPAH will not result in 

significant adverse impacts to roadway operations, and that all major 
intersections and roadway segments will continue to operate at acceptable 
levels of service under both existing (2025) and future (2050) conditions; 

 
E. Based on the foregoing, the City Council does hereby adopt the 

amendments to OCTA’s MPAH attached hereto as Exhibit “A” to this 
Resolution. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 7th day of October, 2025. 
 
 

_________________________ 

MATTHEW PAGANO, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

SHAYNA SHARKE 

City Clerk  
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss 

CITY OF DANA POINT ) 

  I, SHAYNA SHARKE, City Clerk of the City of Dana Point, California, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX was duly introduced at a 
regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, and was duly adopted 
and passed at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, by 
the following vote, to wit: 

  AYES:  

  NOES:  

  ABSTAIN:  

  ABSENT:  

 

 

     ____________________________________ 

     SHAYNA SHARKE, CITY CLERK 

 

 
 



10/07/25 Page 180 Item #14 

 

 

EXHIBIT A: City Request to Amend the Master Plan of Arterial Highways (MPAH) 
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ACTION DOCUMENT F: Draft City Council Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX (CEQA) 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-10-07-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANA POINT, 
CALIFORNIA APPROVING A CEQA ADDENDUM TO THE CITY’S CERTIFIED 
GENERAL PLAN EIR FOR AMENDMENTS TO THE CIRCULATION AND 
MOBILITY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENTS, AND 
INTRODUCTION CHAPTER OF THE CITY’S GENERAL PLAN 

 
The City Council for the City of Dana Point does hereby resolve as follows: 
 

WHEREAS, on July 9, 1991, the City of Dana Point adopted its General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City may amend all or part of an adopted General Plan to promote 
the public interest consistent with the provisions of Government Code Section 
Government Code § 65358(a); and 
 

WHEREAS, in May 2022, the City Council initiated an update to the Dana Point 
General Plan, that through a two-phased approach and evaluation, ultimately determined 
that amendments to the Circulation and Mobility, Economic Development, and Public 
Safety Elements would be undertaken; and  
 

WHEREAS, General Plan Amendment GPA22-0001 for Circulation and Mobility, 
and Economic Development Elements, General Plan Amendment as well as GPA22-
0002 to the Public Safety Element would make changes to the General Plan by amending 
and creating new goals and polices; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Dana Point is required by California Government Code 
Section 65302(g) to maintain a Public Safety Element within its General Plan to protect 
the community from risks associated with natural and human-made hazards; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) was adopted by City 
Council on February 4, 2025 and triggers the need to update the Public Safety Element 
of the General Plan to identify evacuation routes and their viability under a range of 
emergency scenarios; and 
 

WHEREAS, General Plan Amendment GPA22-0002 for the Public Safety Element 
would make changes, consistent with SB 747, incorporating evacuation route capacity 
analysis, climate adaptation strategies, and alignment with the City’s Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan (LHMP); as well as SB 1425 correlating the co-benefits of open space and 
climate resilience; and 
 

WHEREAS, proposed General Plan Amendment GPA22-0003 would replace in its 
entirety the Introduction Chapter of the General Plan to be consistent with Phase I 
Visioning, and Phase 2 Plan Development, efforts to modernize and reflect amendments 
instituted by GPA22-0001 and GPA22-0002; and 
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WHEREAS, the City, in concert with its planning consultant, have prepared the 
CEQA Addendum, consisting of: (1) an introduction to the Addendum; (2) a description 
of the Amendment; (3) CEQA checklist and impact analysis; (4) technical revisions to the 
Final EIR; and (5) a conclusion of the findings; and 
 

WHEREAS, more specifically, a CEQA Addendum was prepared to the City’s 1991 
certified Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (SCH No. 1991021054) for General Plan 
Amendment 22-0001, 22-0002, and 22-0003 which analyzed the proposed changes to 
the Circulation and Mobility, Economic Development, Public Safety Elements, the 
Introduction Chapter of the City’s General Plan, and determined there is no substantial 
evidence that the Amendment would result in significant environmental impacts not 
previously studied in the EIR, and accordingly, adoption of GPA22-0001, GPA22-0002, 
and GPA22-0003 would not result in any conditions identified in CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15162 and thus would not require any further environmental review; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Addendum need not be circulated for public review but can be 
included in or attached to the Final EIR pursuant to provisions of CEQA Guidelines § 
15164(c); and 
 

WHEREAS, the preparation and adoption of GPA22-0001, GPA22-0002, and 
GPA22-0003 has been evaluated and found to be in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Section 21080.9 of the Public Resources Code; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did on June 23, 2025, hold a duly noticed 
public hearing as prescribed by law to consider General Plan Amendment 22-0001 and 
associated CEQA Addendum to the City’s certified General Plan EIR; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did on September 8, 2025, hold a duly 
noticed public hearing as prescribed by law to consider General Plan Amendment  
22-0002 and associated CEQA Addendum to the City’s certified General Plan EIR; and 
 

WHEREAS, at said public hearings, upon hearing and considering all testimony 
and arguments, if any, of all persons desiring to be heard, the Planning Commission 
considered all factors related to GPA22-0001 and GPA22-0002 and the associated CEQA 
Addendum and recommended approval to the City Council; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Dana 
Point as follows: 
 

A. That the above recitations are true and correct; 
 

B. That the proposed action complies with all other applicable requirements of 
State law and local Ordinances; 
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C. That the City Council has reviewed the CEQA Addendum to the City’s 
certified General Plan Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 
1991021054) for the General Plan Amendments, which determined that 
GPA22-0001, GPA22-0002, and GPA22-0003 would not result in significant 
environmental impacts not previously studied in the EIR, and would not 
result in any conditions identified in CEQA Guidelines, Section 15162 that 
would require additional environmental review, and thus the City Council 
finds and determines that the Addendum to the Environmental Impact 
Report (SCH No. 1991021054) is complete and adequate for the 
consideration of the General Plan Amendments; 

 
D. That the City Council approves the CEQA Addendum to the City’s certified 

General Plan EIR (SCH No. 1991021054) for the adoption of GPA22-0001, 
GPA22-0002, and GPA22-0003 for amendments to the Circulation and 
Mobility, Economic Development, Public Safety Elements, and Introduction 
Chapter of the City’s General Plan. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 7th day of October, 2025. 
 
 

_________________________ 

MATTHEW PAGANO, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

SHAYNA SHARKE 

City Clerk  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss 

CITY OF DANA POINT ) 

  I, SHAYNA SHARKE, City Clerk of the City of Dana Point, California, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 25-10-07-XX was duly introduced at a 
regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, and was duly adopted 
and passed at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 7th day of October, 2025, by 
the following vote, to wit: 

  AYES:  

  NOES:  

  ABSTAIN:  

  ABSENT:  

     ____________________________________ 

     SHAYNA SHARKE, CITY CLERK 
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EXHIBIT A: CEQA Addendum to the General Plan EIR (SCH No. 1991021054) 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT G: General Plan “Crosswalk” Current and Proposed 
Policies 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT H: General Plan Goal and Policy Implementation Matrix 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT I: Master Plan of Arterial Highways (MPAH) Technical 
Report 
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